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COMMUNITY ARTS        Chapter 4 
 
The City of St. George sponsors very successful arts programs that are embraced by the 
community, and owns arts facilities that have become community icons, such as the 
Pioneer Center for the Arts that contains the historic Social Hall, Opera House, and  
St. George Art Museum; and the Dinosaur Discovery Site at Johnson Farm.  Along with 
several others, these facilities and the many programs and events that take place in them 
as well as in the community, are highly valued by residents and add greatly to the quality 
of life in St. George. 
 
Rapid growth, changing lifestyles and community demographics, and the ever-present 
shortage of funding put particular stress on arts and cultural programs and facilities.  Yet, 
they are a critical and essential part of the quality of life goals that many communities 
strive to attain.  In St. George, residents appear to value arts and cultural programs very 
highly, and are fortunate to have many talented artists and devoted patrons.   
 
 
Summary of Public Comment 
 
The community-wide survey provided much information about how the general public 
feels about arts and cultural programs and facilities, and the Arts Focus Group provided 
valuable insight from the perspective of artists, performers, and arts administrators in the 
City.   
 
SURVEY RESULTS 
 
Most-Attended Activities and Most-Used Facilities 
Arts and cultural programs are among the most-attended activities in the City, and arts 
and cultural venues are among the most-used.  The top three most-attended programs are 
all administered by the Community Arts Division of the Leisure Services Department, 
and only Sand Hollow Aquatic Center is used more frequently than the next four arts and 
cultural facilities on the list.  Table 4A identifies the most-attended programs and the 
most-used facilities.  Those that are high-lighted in tan are administered by the 
Community Arts Division. 
 
Older age groups attend Art Museum programs most-often; while the middle and younger 
age groups attend festivals and celebrations most-often.   
 
Cultural arts facilities are used more by older age groups – those 45 years of age and 
older.  Younger people and families with children are more likely to visit the Dinosaur 
Discovery Site and the Art Museum, both of which are frequently visited by local school 
groups and have programs that target children.  Table 4B shows the age groups and the 
facilities they are most-likely to visit. 
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Top Ten Programs  Percent 
Festivals and Celebrations 50.8 
Outdoor Concert Series  35.4 
Art Museum Events  35.1 
Leisure Swimming  27.0 
Nature Programs  19.1 
Youth Soccer   18.7 
Swimming Lessons  14.1 
Youth Baseball Leagues  13.9 
Tennis    13.4 
Exercise/Aerobics  13.2 

Top Ten Facilities Used Percent 
Sand Hollow Aquatic Center 51.9 
Dinosaur Discovery Site 44.5 
Art Museum   37.7 
Opera House/Social Hall 32.6 
Art Center   27.3 
Municipal Pool and Hydrotube 25.0 
Tonaquint Nature Center 25.0 
Recreation Center  24.9 
Sun Bowl   20.4 
Urban Fishing Ponds  17.4 

Table 4A – Most-Attended Programs and Facilities (Existing) 

 
Table 4B – Most-Used Facilities by Age Group 

 

 
 
Most-Needed Activities and Facilities 
The question was open-ended on the survey, so participants wrote-in their own responses 
rather than check a box on a pre-determined list.   Trails were identified by survey 
participants as the most-needed activities and facilities in the City.   City Activities and 
Classes which ranked third and fourth as most-needed activities could both include 
activities and classes that focus on the arts and cultural programs, but additional 
information needs to be gathered in order to fully understand their responses.  Theater 
activities ranked eleventh, and Performing Arts Center ranked eleventh as a most-needed 
facility. 
 
Results suggest that older persons generally prefer a broader range of cultural activities, 
and the younger groups highly desire specific activities and facilities.  Based on 
responses to other questions that follow, in particular they prefer those that involve 
activities for children.  Table 4C identifies the most desired activities and facilities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Young Age Groups Family Age Groups Older Age Groups 
Sand Hollow Aquatic Center Sand Hollow Aquatic Center Dinosaur Discovery Center 
Recreation Center Municipal Pool/Hydrotube Art Museum 
Sun Bowl Dinosaur Discovery Site Opera House/Social Hall 
Sand Volleyball Courts Recreation Center Arts Center 
Dinosaur Discovery Center Tonaquint Nature Center Sand Hollow Aquatic Center 
Art Museum Art Museum Tonaquint Nature Center 
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Table 4C – Most-Needed Activities and Facilities 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Leisure Services Building Uses 
The Leisure Services Department occupies a small part of the old Dixie Academy, while 
the remaining areas are used for dance classes, art classes and arts-related meetings and 
groups.  The upper floor has been changed to one large space, which is not currently 
being used.  Various new uses for the building have been discussed over the years; in 
order to get broader opinion, a question was posed on the community survey.     
 
Table 4D lists a variety of uses for the building and the percent of responses for each.  
Over 35 percent of respondents replied they did not know how it should be used.  Of 
those who had an opinion, most prefer a children’s museum or science museum. 
However, the historical building may not be well suited structurally or aesthetically for a 
children’s or science museum.  Additional study will be needed. 
 

Table 4D – Preferred Uses for the Leisure Services Building 
 
  Leisure Services 
  Building Uses      Percent 
  Museum (children’s, science)    31.0 
  Civic theater seating for concerts, plays, etc.  28.8 
  Community Theater     22.7 
  Receptions and social event space   18.9 
  Art gallery      18.0 
  Meeting room space     16.5 
  Dance studios      13.9 
  Visual arts instruction     10.7 
  Rehearsal space     10.1 

Activities Desired 
 Trails   21% 
 Sports   17% 
 City Activities   16% 
 Classes   12% 
 Water Park  11% 
 Shooting Range  10% 
 Roller/Ice Skating    8% 
 Child Programs    8% 
 Adult Programs    8% 
 Repair Existing Parks 
    And Equipment   7% 
 Theater     5% 
 New Equipment Needed   5% 
  

Facilities Desired 
Trails    29% 
Sports    16% 
Repair Parks/Additional Parks 16% 
Skating    11% 
Recreation Center   11% 
Water park    10% 
Pools               9% 
Dog parks      8% 
Shooting Range     5% 
Dog Parks          2% 
Youth Activities     2% 
Performing Arts Center    2% 
Zoo      1% 



Chapter 4    Community Arts 

            FINAL DRAFT – SEPTEMBER 2006  Page 4 - 4 

Expansion of Arts Venues 
The survey question relating to expansion of arts venues included a list of new facilities 
as well as the possible expansion of the Pioneer Center for the Arts and the St. George 
Art Museum.  Individuals were asked to pick five and rank them in order of preference.  
Table 4E combines the first and second choices recorded by survey participants. 
 

Table 4E – First and Second Choice for Expansion of Arts Venues 
 

  First and Second  
  Choice Combined    Percent 
  Planetarium     40.7 
  Children’s Museum    34.2 
  Outdoor amphitheater    22.5 
  Film festival     17.5 
  Performing arts center    15.3 
  Book festival or fair    15.1 
  Arts market place     11.9 
 
Expansion of the Pioneer Center for the Arts and the creation of an Arts district received 
the least support; both were tied at 3.5 percent of responses; Arts studios/coop gallery 
received support from 5 percent of responses. 
 
Attendance at Art Activities 
Almost 37 percent of survey respondents attend arts activities 3-5 times each year, and 
another 24.5 percent attend at least two times a year.  Few respondents never attend an 
arts activity (4.6 percent.  Attendance at arts activities does not vary significantly 
between different age groups or the length of time living in St. George. 
 
Children’s Art Activities  
Most survey respondents (54 percent) do not know if there are enough art activities 
available for children in the community, but 21 percent think there are not enough and 23 
percent think there are about the right number of activities.   Number of children in the 
household did not appear to affect the results; however, the older age groups were the 
most likely to not know about the activities.  Still, when responses to other questions are 
considered, programs, facilities, and events that include children appear to be high on 
many people’s minds – a Children’s Museum, Planetarium, and Science Museum. 
 
FOCUS GROUP COMMENTS 
 
The Arts Focus Group was divided into two sub-groups – Performing Arts and Visual 
Arts.  The Performing Arts sub-group included representatives from theater, musical 
theater, dance, and choral groups.  The Visual Arts sub-group included visual artists and 
representatives from various arts organizations.    Some concerns, ideas, and interests 
were common to both sub-groups, and others were specific to one sub-group or the other. 
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Comments With General Agreement 

·  Arts Destination:  Both groups noted that St. George is cited in a national 
publication as one of the one-hundred best arts communities in the nation; but 
artists and arts promoters do not feel that message has been received locally and 
regionally.   They see a need for more arts promotion, more coordination between 
arts organizations and facilities, and more support from the local government and 
community.   The goal is to make St. George an “arts destination” in much the 
same way that St. George is known as a golf destination, through local 
commitment of resources.   

 
·  Arts Center/Arts Complex/Arts Facility:  Both groups agree on the need for space 

that is consolidated and centralized, whether it is a separate Arts Center or 
Performing Arts Center, a campus where both functions take place, or a joint 
facility that serves as a place of first contact where people are directed to various 
arts facilities.  Space and support are needed for city-sponsored arts programs and 
events, as well as those provided by non-profit arts groups such as the St. George 
Musical Theater and the Cox Theater. 

 
Performing Arts interests see a need for a flexible, multi-use space that may serve 
as a Performing Arts Center.  Space is needed for rehearsals, storage, and a 
variety of performances.  They envision the space needing “ownership” in the 
form of a tenant that can activate the space and draw people.   
 
Visual Arts interests envision an Arts Center, described as including a place for 
arts workshops put on by local and national artists, and arts classes; a place for 
retail galleries and other revenue generating efforts; wall space for exhibits and 
shows; a routing point that cross-connects all of the arts and directs people to 
multiple venues; a place for receptions; and a place that could include affordable 
living and studio space for artists similar to ArtSpace in Salt Lake City.  Several 
specific locations were mentioned, including the current Leisure Services 
building, and the neighborhood immediately surrounding the building. 
 
Others suggested developing one facility that would house all the arts functions 
and interests, or if not in the same facility, perhaps in the vicinity -- similar to the 
proximity of Abravanel Hall and the Salt Lake City Art Center in Salt Lake City. 
Whether or not the space should be part of a combined arts campus or a stand-
alone facility is unknown; the issues need to be resolved by identifying the active 
potential users, identifying the impact to the community, and evaluating the 
political conflicts that might arise with usage and scheduling.   

 
Performing Arts Specific Comments 

·  County Funding:  Tourism tax dollars are currently directed to the Dixie Center, 
under the direction of the County Commission.  Zoo, Arts, and Parks (ZAP) taxes 
or Recreation, Arts, and Parks (RAP) taxes are an additional means of obtaining 
funds for projects that are often under-funded.  In order to encourage some of the 
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funding to go to the arts, a county-wide committee is needed to help direct those 
dollars to the arts, arts facilities, and arts programs that may be located in St. 
George. 

 
·  Collaboration, Coordination, and Promotion:  There is a need for an arts or 

cultural festival that will involve the hotel association and other partners who 
could share lists, and develop new contacts like the bus tour operators.  A task 
force might be developed to identify needs and find ways to tie arts, city 
resources, and revenues together, as well as determine what facilities are needed. 

 
·  Sunbowl:  It needs to have other uses, be adaptive for other uses, or be eliminated 

to make space for a new facility. 
 

·  Arts Administration:  Some participants stated that arts should not be associated 
with the Leisure Services Department, but others felt the partnership with parks 
and recreation is positive, necessary and desirable, and that any potential for a 
bonding effort to support the arts would not receive community support without 
including parks and recreation.   

 
Visual Arts Specific Comments 

·  Arts Education and Promotion:  Visual artists and representatives from a variety 
of arts organizations want St. George to be an art buyers’ destination, and believe 
that will require more visibility in the community, such as a regular local arts 
column in the newspaper, more galleries, and City promotion of the arts.   By 
bringing together arts patrons, community leaders, and artists, opportunities to 
educate people to become arts patrons is enhanced 

 
·  Artist Colony/Village: Local visual artists suggested the development of an art 

colony or village like those developing in Santa Clara and Kayenta.  Such a 
development would require partnerships between artists, arts organizations, and 
the City, and could also include a developer/partner.  Such a development should 
include affordable living/studio space, and could become a part of the City’s 
downtown redevelopment efforts.  The blocks around the Leisure Services 
Building were suggested, where galleries could be concentrated and gallery walks 
facilitated.  Such an area could be an economic benefit to the community by 
attracting tourists, and artists who use subsidized space could be obligated to 
provide arts outreach to schools and community facilities, providing an additional 
benefit to the community. 

 
·  St. George Art Museum:  The Museum needs more space (twice as much) and 

visibility, and could also benefit from more promotion including the arts column 
in the local newspaper previously mentioned. The Museum needs better security, 
better climate control, and more comprehensive insurance in order to attract high-
level arts events and national shows.  The prime role of the Museum is education, 
which it does very successfully, but participants felt more could be done with 
additional resources.   
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·  Pioneer Center for the Arts:  Participants stated that the block containing the Arts 
Museum, Opera House, and Social Hall should be expanded to include the vacant 
parcel to the north, and an additional parcel to the east.   

 
·  The City’s Role in the Arts:  Participants stated that the City needs an 

organizational structure that promotes the arts, and that a collaborative effort 
between City leaders, artists, and arts organizations is the best way to achieve it.  
Many believe that an “Arts Center” as described earlier is needed and should be 
provided by the City, and that arts education is an appropriate role for the City. 

 
 
Existing Arts Facilities and Programs 
 
PERFORMING ARTS VENUES 
 
Arts performances occur primarily in public venues at facilities owned and operated by 
Leisure Services, and those at Dixie State College, schools, and libraries.  Performances 
take place in the historic Tabernacle on Main Street, the Pioneer Opera House, in the 
non-profit owned St. George Musical Theater, and in a private theater/dance venue. The 
Dixie Center (a county-owned convention and events center) is available on a limited 
basis.  Table 4F below, identifies venues and their approximate seating capacity. 

 
Table 4F – Performing Arts Venues 

 
PUBLIC VENUES                                                   Seats 
·  Pioneer Opera House Theater                 120   
·  Dixie State College 
 Burns Arena                      5,500 
 Cox Auditorium                1,200 
 Eccles – Main Stage                   500 
 Eccles – Concert Hall                   300 
 Eccles – Black Box                   125 
 Gardner Center Ballroom               1,000 
 Dunford Auditorium                   225 
·  Washington County Public Schools 
Dixie High School, Pine View High School and  
Snow Canyon High School each have the following.   
 Auditorium              800 – 1,000 
 Rehearsal room                            80 – 100 
 Black box/drama rehearsal              50 – 100 
All high schools, middle schools (Dixie Jr. High,  
Pine View Middle School and Snow Canyon Middle School)  
and intermediate schools (Fossil Ridge and Desert Hills)  
schools have the following. 
  Mini-auditorium/conference rooms  
 with tiered seating and a small  
 performing/staging area                            50 - 200 
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·  Washington County Library – Main Branch                100 
·  Dixie Center  
             Variable configurations and capacities 
NON-PROFIT VENUES 
·  St. George Musical Theater       265 
·  St. George LDS Tabernacle     1,200 
At various times other religious buildings are used for a  
variety of art related activities including concerts,  
performances, exhibitions, etc. 
PRIVATE VENUES 
·  Electric Theater (includes a Dance Floor)       143  

 
Pioneer Opera House 
This historic city-owned building 
located in the Pioneer Center for the 
Arts is the prime venue for the 
Southwest Symphony’s weekly 
Chamber Music concerts, but is limited 
in size and support facilities.  The 
structure was built in 1880, endured 
other uses and neglect for years, and 
was ultimately restored in the late 1990s 
to become an integral part of the culture 
and arts community in St. George.  The 
Opera House is also used for other arts 
performances, and for community gatherings and meetings.  Its primary limitation is size, 
restricting both the size of the performance event and the number of participants. 
 
Dixie State College 
The college is a partner with performance arts groups in the community, and includes 
several venues of varying sizes and configurations.  College-produced events have the 
highest priority for use of facilities, but they are also available for use by community 
performance arts groups and organizations.    The College, in collaboration with the City 
of St. George and the Washington County School District, also offers community 
education classes in music, dance, and choir.   
 
Schools and Libraries 
High schools and some middle schools, and the library have spaces available for 
performances that can be organized and staged by community performing arts 
organizations and groups.  They are subject to availability when school events are not 
occurring as well as by size. 
 
St. George Musical Theater 
The St. George Musical Theater is located in the historic center of St. George and is 
operated by a non-profit organization.  The organization is in the process of raising funds 
to renovate its existing facility; if not successful, the organization will be asked to leave 
the city-owned facility which will then be used for other purposes or demolished. 
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VISUAL ARTS VENUES 
 
Museums and public visual arts exhibition spaces are listed in Table 4G below.  They 
include public, non-profit, and private venues.   Public gallery spaces are provided at the 
Eccles Fine Arts Center at Dixie State College and at the Washington County Library, 
and private gallery spaces are available through the Staircase Galleries at Zions Bank and 
Rimrock Gallery in the Dixie Regional Medical Center.   
 
Dixie State College, the City of St. George, and the Washington County School District, 
jointly offers community education classes in drawing, photography, painting, and other 
arts and crafts.  The key public and non-profit venues are briefly discussed. 
 
St. George Art Museum and the Pioneer Center for the Arts 
The Art Museum is located in historic Pioneer Center for the Arts at the top of Main 
Street along with the Opera House and Social Hall.  The museum hosts traveling exhibits, 
as well as works of local and regional artists, which are enjoyed by local residents, 
tourists, and thousands of school children each year.  Annual attendance at the Museum 
has varied over the years from as high as 12,569 visitors when it opened in 1999 to a low 
of 7,891 in 2003.  Attendance in 2005 was 8,676 visitors.   
 
The Art Museum has no dedicated exhibition space for the City’s permanent art 
collection; with expansion it could host larger and more complex traveling exhibits as 
well as regular exhibits from the permanent collection.  Expansion space is available on 

undeveloped land to the 
north and east of the 
Museum.  Expansion of the 
facility is highly desired by 
the Community Arts 
Division, but received very 
little support by respondents 
to the community survey – 
only 3.5 percent of 
respondents favor 
expansion of either the Art 
Museum or the Pioneer 
Center for the Arts.  Rather 
than expand existing 
facilities, respondents seem 

to prefer a broader variety of facilities and opportunities. 
 
Dinosaur Discovery Site at Johnson Farm 
Since the dinosaur site discovery in 2000, St. George residents and international scientists 
have been amazed and fascinated by the amount and quality of artifacts found on the site.  
Upon completion of the permanent facility, attendance is estimated to be about 5000 
visitors per month.  Fifty-two percent of visitors are from out-of-state, and of the 48 
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percent in-state visitors, 50 percent are from outside Washington County.  Fees charged 
almost cover costs, an impressive accomplishment for any museum.   
 
In February 2006, members of the Advisory 
Board, Foundation, and others met to discuss 
the future of the Discovery Site.  A draft 
report was developed, with preliminary 
recommendations for future exhibits, 
governance and management, means of 
increasing visibility and visitation, future uses 
for adjacent lands and expansion options, and 
the disposition of additional specimens 
currently stored and unprotected from the 
elements. In the months to come, as 
recommendations and ideas are crystallized, the Final Report will give excellent direction 
for the future of the Discovery Site.  
 
Art Around The Corner 
The “Art Around The Corner” program is a 
very successful and highly visible community 
visual arts project, and is embraced by local 
business people in the historic center of town 
and supported by City administration.  
Through the Dixie Arts Foundation, sculptors 
display their works along Main Street and the 
City’s Historic Water Walk that will soon 
terminate in Town Square – the site of a new 
library, public plaza, and space for large 
community gatherings. 
 

Table 4G – Museums and Public Visual Art Exhibition Spaces 
PUBLIC VENUES   
·  St. George Art Museum 
·  St. George Dinosaur Discovery Site at Johnson Farm 
·  St. George City Arts Center (Leisure Services) 
·  Robert N. & Peggy Sears Art Gallery 
·  Washington County Library – Main Branch 
NON-PROFIT VENUES 
·  Daughters of Utah Pioneers Museum  
·  Rosenbruch Wildlife Museum 
PRIVATE VENUES   
·  Staircase Galleries  
      (Zions Bank) 
·  Rimrock Gallery 
      (Dixie Regional Medical Center 2nd Floor) 
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Leisure Service Building Adaptive Reuse 
The future of the Leisure Services Building (old Dixie Academy) is much speculated.  It 
currently houses administrative offices for Leisure Services, space for dance classes, art 
classes/workshops, community education classes, and meetings.  The upper third floor 
has been cleared to provide a large, flexible space for some future use. 
 
The Visual Arts Association of St. George has proposed a Visual Arts Center.  They 
envision studios, galleries, workshops, a visual arts school, and meeting rooms for arts 
clubs and organizations.  The Center would also be available for rental for private events, 
and house a museum focused on ancient lives in Southern Utah and/or the history of the 
building.  Others have suggested a place for arts classes and for arts-minded community 
groups to gather.  In order to host a broader range of events, a warming-kitchen on the 
upper level has also been suggested along with additional restroom facilities.   

 
Table 4D discussed earlier 
reveals that many people (35 
percent of respondents) simply 
do not know what to do with the 
space.  Of those who had an 
opinion, most prefer a museum 
(children’s or science), a civic 
theater, or community theater.  It 
is likely that additional 
information may be needed 
before it is possible to develop a 
program and address the future 
of the building.   
 

 
Daughters of the Utah Pioneers Museum 
This museum focuses on the pioneer history of St. George and the southwest, and 
features artifacts belonging to early settlers who arrived to the area in 1857.  The museum 
offers a unique perspective on the history of the area and its early pioneers.  It is open to 
the public. 
 
Rosenbruch Wildlife Museum 
This private attraction exhibits over 300 species of wildlife in indoor displays 
representing natural habitats, and an exotic insect collection.   The Museum hosts 
activities and educational events for children and families, as well as individual and 
group tours.  Wildlife artists exhibit their works in the gallery.   
 
Hela Seegmiller Historic Farm 
A major portion of this city-owned property is envisioned as a historic representational 
farm similar to Wheeler Farm in Salt Lake City.  As such, it could host special events like 
a Folk Arts Festival and other events which celebrate the pioneer heritage, crafts, and folk 
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arts. At the present time the property is in City ownership, but there have been no funds 
allocated to its development.    
 
 
Arts and Cultural Events and Activities 
 
The Community Arts Division sponsors and supports numerous activities throughout the 
year that are highly desired and well-attended.  They are among the most-valued 
programs in the Community.  Many other events and activities are also sponsored by 
special interests and private groups – some focus on sports and active lifestyles, but 
others celebrate cultural heritages and crafts, such as the Cinco de Mayo Fiesta that was 
once sponsored by local Catholic churches.  Arts and cultural events that are sponsored or 
supported by the Community Arts Division are briefly described below. 
 
First Night 
Celebrated on New Year’s Eve, First Night brings in the New Year with a community-
wide celebration.  It includes arts and cultural events and activities for all age groups. 
 
Concert in the Park Series 
The Concert in the Park Series brings local, regional, and Utah performance and musical 
groups to Vernon Worthen Park or Centennial Park for free evening concerts open to 
everyone.  They occur spring through fall.   
 
Dino Days in Dixie 
Held in mid-February each year, Dino Days provides a variety of educational and 
paleontological programs and activities that tie directly to core curriculum for students in 
grade four through seven 
 
St. George Live Historic Tour 
Throughout the summer months, St. George Live Historic Tours present tours which 
focus on St. George’s historic downtown and its pioneer past utilizing live actors who 
portray prominent figures from St. George’s past. 
 
Heritage Week 
Heritage Week commemorates the birth of the City of St. George in January of 1862.  
The annual January mid-month celebration includes musical events, historic exhibits, 
history programs, and special activities.  Venues for the various events and exhibits 
include the Pioneer Opera House and the St. George Tabernacle.   
 
Arts Festival 
This event is held on Easter Weekend – the busiest weekend in St. George of the year.  It 
is attended by thousands of people from around the Intermountain West, and features 
artists in a broad spectrum of media, as well as performances from local and regional 
groups and individuals. 
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Economic Benefit of the Arts 
 
Arts organizations and artists are correct in identifying an economic benefit to 
communities from arts and cultural events and activities.  A group called “Partners in 
Tourism” commissioned the Travel Industry Association of America (2001) to survey 
travelers about their participation in cultural, arts, heritage, or historic activities or events 
while traveling, and the length of time they extended travel in order to participate.  
Participants surveyed traveled over 50 miles from their origination during the survey 
year.  Survey results revealed that 65 percent of American adult travelers included 
cultural, arts, heritage, or historic activities or events in their travel plans, and 32 percent 
of them added time to their itinerary in order to do so.  Of the 32 percent who added time 
to their travels, 57 percent added one or more nights.   
 
 
Summary Recommendations and Actions 
 
Arts Planning Actions 
Several desired facilities and programs are not currently available in the community.  In 
order to determine what they may cost, how they will be manage and sustained, and how 
they will be designed and funded, feasibility studies will be needed.  The City of St. 
George will need to determine which are of the highest priority and begin there. 
 
Action Item: Conduct a Feasibility Study for Children’s Museum or Science 

Museum that addresses programming and space requirements, 
costs and funding, location criteria, educational mission, potential 
partnerships, and revenue projections. 

 
Action Item: Conduct a Feasibility Study for Visual Arts/Performing Arts 

Center that addresses programming and space requirements, costs 
and funding, location criteria, potential partnerships and partnering 
relationships, fundraising, and revenue projections. 

 
Action Item: Conduct a Feasibility Study for the Leisure Services Building that 

addresses use of the space, costs, programming, structural 
capability of the building, potential partnerships, fundraising, and 
revenue projections. 

 
Action Item: Conduct a Feasibility Study for expansion of the Art Museum to 

the east that addresses use of the space, programming, costs, 
potential partnerships, fundraising, and revenue projections. 

 
Action Item: Conduct a Feasibility Study for the development of an 

Artist/Colony (combined artist living and studio space) that 
addresses space and programming needs, costs, potential 
partnerships, fundraising, and revenue projections.   
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Action Item: Conduct a Feasibility Study for the reuse of the Sunbowl that will 

determine use for the facility, whether or not the facility should be 
renovated or replaced, the best reuse of the property, and potential 
partners for either the redevelopment or renovation. 

 
City/County Coordination and Partnerships 
Many of the large facilities desired by the arts community and the general public are 
expensive ventures requiring land and buildings.  Forming partnerships that will serve a 
broader audience, which is needed to support the arts, are needed. 
 
Action Item: Develop a Washington County Arts Committee as an advisory 

committee to the County Commission, that is composed of all arts 
entities in Washington County.  The City of St. George should take 
a major role on this committee.  The purpose of the organization is 
to plan, develop, support, and promote arts in the County. 

 
Action Item: Investigate a ZAP or RAP tax in Washington County that is 

administered by the county-wide Washington County Arts 
Committee, and which equitably distributes funds for arts 
programs and development. 

 
Action Item: Review forthcoming recommendations of the Utah Arts Council 

Listening Tour (2006), and use the information as a guide to 
developing a list of priorities. 

 
Action Item: Develop a multi-interest Task Force to identify ways that arts 

groups, the local business community, media sources, and the City 
may combine and leverage resources toward support and 
encourage arts in all facets of community life. 

 
Cultural Programming 
Community events and activities are highly desired.   
 
Action Item: Work with the local Latino community and the Catholic Church to 

form a partnership to sponsor and support an annual Cinco De 
Mayo Fiesta.   

 
Action Item: With the multi-interest Task Force, identify other possible city-

sponsored events and activities.   


